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History of India (From Earliest time to 700 CE)

History Important Questions

Unit 1 ( 10 Marks Questions)
1. Define History and explain the Scope , Nature and Significance of History.
2. Discuss the relation of history with the other social science.
3. Examine the influence of geographical factors on Indian History.
4. Write about the Pre History Culture in India .

( 5 Marks Questions)
1. Geographical importance of Himalayas.
2. Indian Rivers.
3. Evolution of Historical Mythologies.
4. Explain Digital nd Public History.

Unit 2 (10 Marks Questions)
1. Bring out the main features of Indus vally civilization.
2. Describe the Structural Remains and town planning of the Harappan cities.
3. Explain the characteristic features of the Early Aryan or Rigvedic Aryan
Civilization.
4. Explain the differences & similarities between Early and Later Vedic Culture’s .

(5 Marks Questions)
1. Mother goddess
2. Great Bath of Mohenjodaro
3. Dravidins
4. Sabha and Samithi
5. Puranas

Unit 3 (5 Marks Questions)
1. Describe the conditions of India in Sixth Century B.C.
2. Sketch the life and teachings of Vardhamana Mahavira.
3. Sketch the life and teachings of Gautama Buddha.
4. Examine the causes for the supremacy of Magadha between 6th to 4th
Centuries B.C.
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5. Trace the rise of Magadha, conquest of India and estimate its results.
6. Describe the results of the Alexander invasion of India.

( 5 Marks Questions)
1. Tripitakas
2. Nirvana
3. Mahabhishkarma

Unit IV (10 marks Question )

1. Give an account of the life and achievement of Chandragupta Maurya.
2. Discuss Ashoka's policy of Dhamma.
3. Describe the silent features of the "Mauryan Administration" .
4. Describe in brief the nature and character of the Sangam literature.

( 5 Marks Question )
1. Kautilya's Arthasastra
2. Kalinga War
3. Gandhara Art

Unit V ( 10 Marks Questions )
1. Describe the career and military exploits of Samudra Gupta.
2. Describe the main events of Chandragupta II's reign.
3. Why is the Gupta period called the Golden or Classical Age in Indian History?

(5 Marks Questions)
1.Harshavardhana
2. Aryabhatta
3. Ajanta and Ellora caves

***
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NOTES

Long Questions & Answers of I unit

1. Define History and Explain the Scope, Nature, and Significance of History?

Definition of History

The word History comes from the Greek word “Historia”, which means inquiry, investigation,
or learning by knowing. In simple words, History is the study of past events, people, and
societies. It helps us understand how human life and civilization developed over time. History
tells us about the achievements, struggles, and progress of mankind. According to E. H. Carr,
“History is a continuous process of interaction between the historian and his facts.” John Seeley
called history “the biography of nations.” Hence, History is not just a record of past events; it is
the study of causes and results that help us understand our present and prepare for the future.

Scope of History

The scope of history is very wide, as it covers every aspect of human life — political, social,
economic, cultural, and scientific.

 Political History deals with kings, rulers, dynasties, wars, and administration.
 Social History studies the customs, traditions, and daily life of people in different

periods.
 Economic History focuses on agriculture, trade, industries, and wealth.
 Cultural History includes art, religion, literature, and architecture.
 Scientific and Technological History tells us about inventions and discoveries made by

humans.
 Environmental History studies how natural conditions like rivers, forests, and climate

affected human life.
Thus, the scope of history is as wide as human experience itself, covering everything
that humans have thought or done.

Nature of History

The nature of history explains what kind of subject it is.
Firstly, History is factual, because it is based on real evidence such as coins, inscriptions, books,
and monuments. Secondly, History is a study of cause and effect— it does not only tell us
what happened, but also explains why it happened and what its results were. Thirdly, History is
continuous, because human progress never stops; one event leads to another. Fourthly, History
is both a science and an art— it is a science because it uses methods, evidence, and reasoning,
and it is an art because it requires imagination and presentation to bring past events to life.
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Lastly, History is human-centered, because it studies human actions, achievements, and
failures through time.

Significance of History

History has great importance in human life. It helps us understand our past and shows how
societies, ideas, and institutions developed. By studying history, we learn valuable lessons from
past mistakes and achievements, which guide us in making better decisions today. History also
helps to develop national pride and unity, as it tells us about our ancestors, culture, and
struggles for freedom. It builds critical thinking, as we analyze causes and effects of events.
History also inspires us by teaching about the bravery, intelligence, and sacrifices of great
personalities. In short, history connects the past with the present and helps shape a better future.

2. discuss the Relation of History with Other Social Sciences?

Introduction

History is the study of past events, human actions, and the development of societies over time. It
helps us understand how civilizations grew, changed, and influenced the modern world. History
is closely connected with other social sciences because it studies human life, and other branches
like Geography, Political Science, Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, and Psychology help
explain different aspects of that life.

1. History and Geography

Geography and History are deeply related. Geography provides the background or setting for
historical events — the land, rivers, climate, and natural resources that shape human life. For
example, the river valleys of the Indus and Ganga supported early civilizations in India. The
location and climate of a region often decide people’s lifestyle, agriculture, and trade, which in
turn influence history.

2. History and Political Science

Political Science studies government, politics, and power, while History shows how these
systems developed over time. The rise of empires, kingdoms, and democracies are all part of
history. By studying history, political scientists understand how different forms of government
and political ideas like freedom, equality, and justice have evolved through ages.

3. History and Economics

Economics deals with the production, trade, and use of resources, while History explains how
economic conditions changed through time. For example, the Industrial Revolution changed the
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world’s economy and social life. Historical study of trade routes, agriculture, and industries helps
economists understand the progress and downfall of nations.

4. History and Sociology

Sociology studies human society and social relations. History shows how societies, customs, and
traditions developed and changed. For instance, the caste system or family structure in India can
only be fully understood through its historical background. Thus, both subjects help us
understand human behavior and social progress.

5. History and Anthropology

Anthropology studies human evolution, cultures, and traditions. History records the events and
changes of those cultures over time. Archaeology, a branch of anthropology, provides material
remains like tools and pottery that help historians reconstruct the past. Together, they tell the
story of human development.

6. History and Psychology

Psychology deals with the human mind and behavior. History uses psychology to understand the
motives, emotions, and decisions of people in the past. For example, the ambitions or fears of
leaders often led to wars or revolutions. Thus, psychology helps historians understand the human
side of historical events.

Conclusion

History is called themother of all social sciences because it connects with every branch that
studies human life. Geography, Political Science, Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, and
Psychology all help historians explain how and why events happened. Together, they give us a
complete picture of human civilization and its growth through time.

3. Examine the Influence of Geographical Factors on Indian History?

Geography has played a very important role in shaping the course of Indian History. India’s
mountains, rivers, plains, plateaus, climate, and seas have influenced its political, social,
economic, and cultural development from ancient to modern times. The geographical features
not only protected India from invasions for centuries but also encouraged trade, agriculture, and
cultural unity.

1. The Himalayas – Natural Barrier and Protector
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The Himalayan mountains in the north act as a natural wall. They protected India from cold
winds and foreign invasions for a long time. However, some passes like Khyber and Bolan
allowed limited entry of invaders such as Aryans, Persians, Greeks, and Mughals. Thus, the
Himalayas served both as a protector and a gateway for cultural contact. They also give rise to
major rivers like the Ganga and Indus, which supported early civilizations.

2. The Northern Plains – Birthplace of Civilizations

The Indo-Gangetic plains are very fertile because of the rivers Indus, Ganga, and
Brahmaputra. This region became the cradle of Indian civilization, where agriculture flourished
and great kingdoms like Magadha, Maurya, and Gupta rose. The abundance of water and fertile
soil supported dense population and cultural growth.

3. The Rivers – Lifelines of Indian Civilization

Rivers have deeply influenced Indian history. The Indus Valley Civilization developed along
the Indus and its tributaries. Later, the Ganga Valley became the centre of cultural and political
life. Rivers provided water for agriculture, means of transport, and trade routes. They were also
considered sacred, shaping India’s religious traditions.

4. The Peninsular Plateau – Source of Minerals and Power

The Deccan Plateau is rich in minerals, metals, and forests. It supported the growth of kingdoms
like the Satavahanas, Cholas, and Vijayanagara Empire. The plateau’s strategic location
between the north and south helped in the exchange of culture and trade.

5. The Coastal Plains and Seas – Gateways of Trade and Culture

India’s long coastline along the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal encouraged trade with
foreign countries like Egypt, Rome, Arabia, and Southeast Asia. Ports such as Lothal, Calicut,
and Masulipatnam became major centers of sea trade. Through these routes, India received new
ideas, goods, and religions like Islam and Christianity.

6. The Climate and Monsoon – Basis of Agriculture

India’smonsoon climate has always been vital for its agriculture-based economy. Good rains
brought prosperity, while failure of monsoon caused famines. Many rulers tried to improve
irrigation to ensure stable food supply, which shows how climate influenced governance and
economy.

7. Regional Diversity – Unity in Diversity

The vast geographical variety — mountains in the north, deserts in the west, plateaus in the south,
and fertile plains in the east — led to regional diversity in food, language, dress, and culture. Yet,
continuous trade, pilgrimage routes, and political unification created a strong sense of “Unity in
Diversity” throughout Indian history.
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4. Write about the Prehistoric Culture in India?

Introduction

The term Prehistory refers to the period of human history before the invention of writing. Since
there were no written records, our knowledge about this period comes from archaeological
sources such as stone tools, cave paintings, bones, and pottery. The study of these remains helps
us understand how early humans lived in India. Indian prehistory is divided into three main
stages

1. Paleolithic Age (Old Stone Age) – 500,000 BCE to 10,000 BCE

Introduction

The Paleolithic Age is the earliest and longest period in Indian prehistory.
The word “Paleo” means old and “lithic” means stone, so it literally means the Old Stone Age.
During this time, humans lived a simple life, mainly depending on hunting and food gathering.
They used rough and unpolished stone tools made from hard rocks like quartzite They had no
knowledge of agriculture or pottery.Important Paleolithic sites in India include Soan Valley
(Punjab), Bhimbetka (Madhya Pradesh), Kurnool (Andhra Pradesh), and Belan Valley
(Uttar Pradesh).

The Paleolithic period in India lasted from about 500,000 BCE to 10,000 BCE, and it is divided
into three types (phases) based on the improvement in stone tools and climate changes.

Prehistory

Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) Mesolithic (Middle Stone)
Age)

Neolithic (New Stone Age) Chalcolithic (Copper Age)

Upper Paleolithic Age
(40,000 BCE – 10,000 BCE)

Paleolithic Age
(500,000 BCE to 10,000 BCE)

Lower Paleolithic Age
(500,000 BCE – 100,000 BCE)

Middle Paleolithic Age
(100,000 BCE – 40,000 BCE)
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1. Lower Paleolithic Age (500,000 BCE – 100,000 BCE)

Main Features:

 This is the earliest stage of human life in India.
 People were hunters and food gatherers.
 They lived in caves, open fields, or near rivers.
 The climate was mostly cold, during the Ice Age.

Tools:

 Tools were large and crude (roughly made).
 Common tools: hand-axes, cleavers, and choppers made of hard stone.
 These tools were used for cutting trees, hunting animals, and breaking bones.

2. Middle Paleolithic Age (100,000 BCE – 40,000 BCE)

Main Features:

 Climate became a little warmer and drier.
 Human life slowly improved.
 People began to move in small groups and lived near water sources.
 They started using fire for warmth and protection.

Tools:

 Tools became smaller, thinner, and sharper than before.
 Made mostly on flakes (small pieces of stone).
 Common tools: scrapers, points, borers, and blades used for cutting and hunting.

3. Upper Paleolithic Age (40,000 BCE – 10,000 BCE)

Main Features:

 Humans becamemore intelligent and skilled.
 They started to make art and cave paintings showing animals and human figures.
 They began to wear animal skins and decorate themselves with shells or bones.
 Social life started developing — people lived in small communities.

Tools:

 Tools were finely shaped and polished.
 Made from flint, bone, and horn.
 Common tools: blades, burins, and spear points.
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 These tools show better craftsmanship and design.

2. Mesolithic Age (Middle Stone Age) – 10,000 BCE to 8000 BCE

 In this period, humans started using smaller and sharper tools, called microliths (tiny
stone blades).

 They began to domesticate animals and slowly moved toward a settled life.
 People started living in small huts near rivers and lakes.
 They also practiced fishing and hunting and began to use bows and arrows.
 Important Mesolithic sites are Bagor (Rajasthan), Langhnaj (Gujarat), and

Adamgarh (Madhya Pradesh).

3. Neolithic Age (New Stone Age) – 8000 BCE to 3000 BCE

 The Neolithic people learned agriculture, domesticated animals, and settled in villages.
 They made polished stone tools, pottery, and cloth from cotton and wool.
 This period marks the beginning of farming and village life.
 They built mud houses and stored grains like rice and wheat.
 Important sites include Burzahom (Kashmir), Mehrgarh (Balochistan), Chirand

(Bihar), and Piklihal (Karnataka).
 They also worshipped nature and fertility, showing the start of religious beliefs.

4. Chalcolithic Age (Copper-Stone Age) – 3000 BCE to 1000 BCE

 This period saw the use of both copper and stone tools.
 People improved in agriculture, pottery, and trade.
 Painted pottery and metal ornaments became common.
 Villages grew larger and became centers of craft and trade.
 Important Chalcolithic sites are Ahar (Rajasthan), Malwa (Madhya Pradesh), and

Inamgaon (Maharashtra).

Shorts Questions & Answers

1. Geographical Importance of the Himalayas.

The Himalayas are very important for India. They form a big wall in the north and protect our
country from the cold winds coming from Central Asia. They also stop the monsoon winds,
which helps to bring rain to different parts of India.

Many big rivers like the Ganga, Yamuna, and Brahmaputra start from the Himalayas. These
rivers give water for drinking, farming, and making electricity. The soil brought by these rivers
makes the northern plains very fertile.
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The Himalayas have beautiful mountains, snow, and forests. They give us wood, medicinal
plants, and are home to many animals. Many tourists visit hill stations like Shimla, Manali, and
Darjeeling because of their beauty.

There are also many holy places in the Himalayas, like Badrinath, Kedarnath, and Amarnath.
The Himalayas also protect India’s borders and help our army guard the country.

In short, the Himalayas are very important for India’s climate, water, beauty, and safety.
They are truly the pride of our nation.

2. Indian Rivers – Summary.

India is a country blessed with many rivers. These rivers play a very important role in the lives of
the people. They provide water for drinking, farming, industries, and also help in transportation
and electricity generation. Rivers are often called the lifelines of India because they support life,
agriculture, and the economy.

The rivers of India are divided into two main groups:

1. Himalayan Rivers:

These rivers start from the snow-covered mountains of the Himalayas in the north. They
get water from melting snow and rain, so they flow throughout the year. They are
perennial rivers. The main Himalayan rivers are the Ganga, Yamuna, Brahmaputra,
and Indus.

o The Ganga is the most important river in India. It flows through states like
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and West Bengal.

o The Yamuna, a main tributary of the Ganga, passes through Delhi and Agra.
o The Brahmaputra flows through Assam and joins the Ganga in Bangladesh.

These rivers make the northern plains very fertile and are very useful for
agriculture.

2. Peninsular Rivers:

These rivers flow in the southern part of India. They depend mainly on rainfall for water
and may dry up during summer, so they are seasonal rivers. The important Peninsular
rivers are the Godavari, Krishna, Kaveri, Narmada, and Tapi.

o The Godavari is the longest river in South India, also known as Dakshin Ganga.
o The Krishna and Kaveri rivers are very useful for irrigation in states like

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu.
o The Narmada and Tapi flow westwards and fall into the Arabian Sea.
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Rivers also help in producing hydroelectric power, which is used for running industries and
homes. Many dams like Bhakra Nangal, Hirakud, and Nagarjuna Sagar are built on these rivers.

Rivers are also important for transport and trade, as boats and ships can travel on them easily.
Many big cities such as Delhi, Kolkata, Varanasi, and Patna are built on the banks of rivers.

Rivers also have religious and cultural importance in India. Many festivals and rituals are
connected with rivers. The Ganga is considered the holiest river by Hindus.

However, rivers are getting polluted due to waste and chemicals. It is our duty to keep rivers
clean and protect them for future generations.

3. Evolution of Historical Mythologies.

History means the record of past events. It tells us about the life, culture, struggles, and
achievements of human beings through time. The evolution of history means how the study and
writing of history developed from ancient times to the modern period.

In ancient times, there was no written record. People used to remember and tell stories about
their ancestors, kings, wars, and gods through oral traditions. These were passed from one
generation to another in the form of songs, tales, and poems.

As writing developed, people started keeping written records of events on stones, metal plates,
and palm leaves.
Examples:

 In India, Ashoka’s inscriptions tell us about his rule and ideas.
 Ancient civilizations like Egypt and Mesopotamia wrote on papyrus and clay tablets.

These records became the early sources of history.

Many early histories were mixed with myths and religious stories. Texts like the Vedas,
Ramayana, andMahabharata in India, and the Bible and Greek epics in other countries, tell
about past events in both religious and cultural forms.

Classical and Medieval Stage period, historians started writing more organized accounts of
events.
Examples:

 In India, Kalhana’s “Rajatarangini” was one of the first true historical books written in
the 12th century.In Greece, Herodotus is known as the “Father of History.”
Historians began to describe kings, wars, and dynasties more carefully.
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With time, Modern Stage the study of history became scientific. Historians started using evidence
such as coins, inscriptions, letters, and archaeological remains to find the truth. They also began
to study the common people, not only kings and wars.

Today, history covers political, social, economic, cultural, and environmental aspects of life.
It helps us understand how societies developed and changed over time.

Conclusion

The evolution of history shows how the study of the past has grown from oral stories to
scientific research. History today is not just about rulers and battles — it is about people, culture,
progress, and learning from the past to build a better future.

4. Digital and Public History.

Meaning:
History is the study of the past. In modern times, new technology has changed how history is
studied, shared, and preserved. This has given rise to two new branches — Digital History and
Public History.

1. Digital History

Digital History means using computers, the internet, and digital tools to collect, store, study,
and share historical information.
It includes:

 Online archives and museums
 Digital maps, photographs, and documents
 History websites and databases
 Virtual tours of historical places

Digital history helps historians and students access information easily from anywhere in the
world. It also helps preserve old documents and records safely in digital form. For example,
ancient manuscripts and coins can be scanned and saved online for research.

Thus, Digital History makes learning and sharing history faster, easier, and more interactive.

2. Public History

Public History means taking history outside classrooms and books and bringing it to the public.
It helps common people understand and connect with history in daily life.
It includes:
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 Museums, exhibitions, and monuments
 Documentaries and films about historical events
 Heritage walks, radio talks, and TV shows
 Community projects and oral histories

Public historians work to make history interesting and useful for society. They help people learn
from the past to solve present-day problems.

Conclusion

Both Digital History and Public History make the study of the past more meaningful and
accessible.
Digital History uses technology to preserve and share historical knowledge, while Public History
brings history closer to the people. Together, they help us understand our culture, heritage, and
identity in a modern way.

Long Questions & Answers of II unit

1. Bring out the Main Features of the Indus Valley Civilization?

The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC), also known as the Harappan Civilization, was one of the
world’s earliest urban civilizations. It developed around 2500 BCE in the north-western part of
the Indian subcontinent, mainly along the Indus River and its tributaries. The main sites
include Harappa (in Pakistan), Mohenjo-Daro. The civilization was highly developed in town
planning, trade, and culture, showing that people of that age lived an organized and advanced life.

1. Town Planning

The most remarkable feature of the Indus Valley Civilization was its excellent town planning.
The cities were built on a grid pattern, with streets cutting each other at right angles. The cities
were divided into two parts —

 Citadel: the raised area for rulers and important buildings.
 Lower Town: where the common people lived.

Houses were made of baked bricks, and most had drains, wells, and bathrooms
connected to an advanced drainage system, showing a concern for cleanliness and public
health.

2. Architecture and Buildings

The buildings were mainly made of uniform baked bricks. Important structures include the
Great Bath at Mohenjo-Daro, used for ritual bathing, and granaries for storing food grains.
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Large halls and assembly buildings were also found, showing organized civic life. The use of
standard brick sizes and straight streets reflects scientific and engineering skills.

3. Agriculture and Economy

The people of the Indus Valley were mainly farmers. They grew wheat, barley, rice, peas, and
cotton. The presence of granaries shows food storage for trade or emergencies. They also
domesticated animals such as cattle, buffalo, sheep, and goats. The economy was based on
agriculture, trade, and crafts.

4. Trade and Commerce

Trade played a major role in the Indus economy. The Harappans traded both within India and
with foreign lands likeMesopotamia (Iraq). They used weights and measures made of
cubical stones for fairness in trade. Items such as beads, shells, ivory, and metals were traded.
The port city of Lothal (in Gujarat) was an important trade and dockyard center.

5. Art and Craft

The people of this civilization were skilled craftsmen. They made beautiful pottery, jewelry,
seals, toys, and tools. The seals, usually made of steatite, had animal figures and inscriptions
on them. They also made terracotta figurines and metal statues, like the famous “Dancing
Girl” made of bronze and the “Bearded Priest” statue. This shows their talent in art, sculpture,
and metalwork.

6. Script and Language

The Indus people used a special script with pictorial symbols, but it has not yet been
deciphered (read) by historians. The script was found on seals, pottery, and copper tablets. This
shows that they had a system of writing and record-keeping, which was important for trade and
administration.

7. Religion and Beliefs

The people of the Indus Valley believed in nature and fertility. They worshippedMother
Goddess, symbol of fertility, and a male god similar to Lord Shiva (Pashupati). They also
worshipped trees (like Peepal) and animals (like the bull). The use of fire altars and the
practice of ritual bathing show that religion was an important part of their life.

8. Social Life

The society was peaceful and well-organized. People wore cotton and woolen clothes and
ornaments made of gold, silver, and beads. Women enjoyed respect and participated in religious
and social activities. There were no signs of large-scale wars, showing that the Indus people were
peace-loving.



15

9. Decline of the Civilization

The Indus Valley Civilization began to decline around 1900 BCE. The exact cause is not known,
but possible reasons include floods, earthquakes, drying up of rivers, invasion by Aryans, or
decline in trade. By 1500 BCE, the great cities of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro were abandoned.

Conclusion

The Indus Valley Civilization was a highly developed urban culture, showing great
achievements in town planning, art, trade, and social organization. It was one of the earliest
examples of human intelligence and creativity. Even though it disappeared thousands of years
ago, its legacy of cleanliness, planning, and craftsmanship still inspires modern India.

2. Describe the Structural Remains and Town Planning of the Harappan Cities?

The Harappan Civilization, also called the Indus Valley Civilization, was one of the world’s
earliest and most advanced urban cultures. It flourished around 2500 BCE to 1900 BCE along
the Indus River and its tributaries. The cities of Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro, show evidence of
excellent town planning, architecture, and engineering skills.

1. Planned Layout of Cities

The Harappan cities were built according to a well-planned layout. The streets were straight,
wide, and cut each other at right angles, forming a grid pattern — like a modern city map.
This scientific arrangement shows that the people had knowledge of urban planning and civil
engineering.

2. Division of the City

Each Harappan city was divided into two main parts:

 Citadel: The raised or upper area, usually built on a mound, where the important
buildings like granaries, assembly halls, and the Great Bath were located. It was likely
the administrative and religious center.

 Lower Town: The residential area where common people lived. Houses here were built
systematically along the main streets.

3. Building Materials and Architecture

The Harappans used baked bricks of uniform size for constructing houses, drains, wells, and
walls — a unique feature for that time. Buildings were usually two or more stories high, and
many had courtyards, bathrooms, and private wells. The use of standard bricks in all cities
shows centralized planning and control.



16

4. Drainage and Sanitation System

The drainage system of Harappan cities was one of their greatest achievements. Every house
had a drain connected to a street drain, covered with stone slabs. The drains were regularly
cleaned and had inspection holes. This shows that the people had a sense of hygiene and public
health, similar to modern systems.

5. Public Buildings and Structures

Several important public structures have been found, such as:

 The Great Bath at Mohenjo-Daro — a large water tank used for ritual bathing, made of
bricks and bitumen to prevent leakage.

 The Granaries— large storehouses used for storing grains, found at Harappa and
Mohenjo-Daro.

 Assembly Halls and Pillared Buildings— used for meetings or ceremonies.

These remains show a highly organized civic life and administrative control.

6. Wells, Streets, and Open Spaces

Almost every house had a private or shared well, showing that people valued cleanliness and
convenience. The streets had streetlights and dustbins, and there were open spaces and
courtyards for ventilation and public gatherings.

7. Dockyard and Trade Centers

The city of Lothal (in Gujarat) had a dockyard, showing that Harappans were skilled in
marine engineering and overseas trade. Warehouses and workshops have also been found,
indicating active trade with Mesopotamia and other regions.

Conclusion

The structural remains and town planning of the Harappan cities prove that it was a highly
developed urban civilization. Their well-planned streets, advanced drainage system, strong
architecture, and public buildings show intelligence, discipline, and civic sense. The Harappans
built cities that were far ahead of their time, making them one of the most remarkable ancient
civilizations in world history.
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3. Explain the Characteristic Features of the Early Aryan or Rigvedic Aryan
Civilization

The Early Aryan Civilization, also known as the Rigvedic Civilization, developed around
1500 BCE to 1000 BCE in the northwestern part of India, especially in the region called
Sapta Sindhu (Land of Seven Rivers – Indus and its tributaries). The main source of information
about this period is the Rigveda, the oldest Veda. The Rigvedic Civilization was simple but
progressive, marked by strong social organization, religious faith, and developing agriculture.

1. Political Life

The Rigvedic Aryans lived in tribes called Janas. Each tribe was ruled by a Rajan (King), who
was mainly a protector and leader in wars. The king’s power was not absolute— he was
advised by two assemblies:

 Sabha – a council of elders, and
 Samiti – a general assembly of the people.

Officials such as the Purohita (Priest), Senani (Army chief), and Gramini (village
head) helped the king. The Aryan government was based on popular participation and
community decision-making, showing the early form of democracy.

2. Social Life

The Rigvedic society was patriarchal, meaning the father was the head of the family. The basic
social unit was the family (Kula), which formed part of a clan (Vis) and tribe (Jana). Society
was simple and equal, without a rigid caste system.
People were divided into four groups (Varnas) based on their work:

1. Brahmins – priests and teachers,
2. Kshatriyas – warriors and rulers,
3. Vaishyas – farmers and traders,
4. Shudras – servants and laborers.

Women were respected and free; they participated in religious ceremonies, were
educated, and could choose their husbands (Swayamvara).

3. Economic Life

The Rigvedic Aryans lived mainly on agriculture and cattle rearing. Cows were considered
very valuable and a symbol of wealth — battles for cows (Gavishti) were common. They
cultivated barley, wheat, rice, and pulses, and practiced irrigation.
Trade was done through the barter system (exchange of goods), and metals like copper and
bronze were used for tools and ornaments. Occupations like carpentry, pottery, weaving, and
chariot-making were common. The economy was rural and self-sufficient.

4. Religious Life
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The Rigvedic Aryans were deeply religious and worshipped forces of nature as gods. The most
important deities were:

 Indra – God of rain and war,
 Agni – God of fire,
 Varuna – God of sky and order,
 Surya – Sun God,
 Vayu – God of wind.

They performed Yajnas (fire sacrifices) to please the gods for prosperity. There were no
temples or idols—worship was done in open air. They believed in truth, moral values,
and the power of prayers.

5. Cultural and Intellectual Life

The Aryans spoke Sanskrit, the oldest known Indo-European language. The Rigveda, their
sacred text, contains hymns written in beautiful poetry that shows their love for nature and
devotion to gods. Music, singing, and dancing were important parts of their culture. They also
enjoyed games, horse racing, and chariot fighting.

6. Position of Women

Women in Rigvedic society enjoyed high status and freedom. They had access to education
and took part in philosophical and religious discussions. Some women like Lopamudra,
Ghosha, and Apala were famous hymn composers.Widow remarriage was allowed, and child
marriage was not practiced.

7. Material Life

The Aryans lived in simple houses made of wood, bamboo, and clay. Their clothing was made
from cotton and wool. Men wore dhotis and turbans, while women wore long dresses and
ornaments made of gold, silver, and beads. Chariots, horses, and weapons were common in their
daily life.

Conclusion

The Rigvedic Aryan Civilization was a period of simple living, strong faith, and moral
values. The people were brave, hardworking, and honest. Their social and religious systems laid
the foundation of Indian culture and civilization. The Rigvedic Age thus marks the beginning
of a new era in Indian history, showing the growth of society, religion, and thought.
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4. Explain the Differences and Similarities between Early and Later Vedic
Cultures

Introduction

The Vedic period in Indian history is divided into two stages:

1. Early Vedic Period (Rigvedic Age)— 1500 BCE to 1000 BCE, based mainly on the
Rigveda.

2. Later Vedic Period— 1000 BCE to 600 BCE, based on the Sama, Yajur, and Atharva
Vedas.

The Early Vedic culture was simple and tribal, while the Later Vedic culture became complex,
urban, and organized. However, both shared common roots in religion, language, and traditions.

Differences between Early and Later Vedic Cultures
Aspect Early Vedic Period (Rigvedic) Later Vedic Period

1. Time &
Sources

1500–1000 BCE; based on Rigveda.
1000–600 BCE; based on Sama, Yajur, and
Atharva Vedas, and Brahmanas.

2. Region
Mainly in Punjab and North-West
India (Sapta Sindhu).

Expanded to Ganga–Yamuna Doab and Eastern
India.

3. Political
System

Tribal kingdoms; Rajan (King) ruled
with help of Sabha and Samiti.

Larger kingdoms; kings became powerful and
hereditary; Sabha and Samiti lost importance.

4. Society
Simple, based on equality; no rigid
caste system.

Society became complex and hierarchical; caste
system (Varna) became strict.

5. Family &
Women

Patriarchal; women had high status,
education, and freedom.

Women’s position declined; education and
public life were restricted.

6. Economy
Mainly pastoral (cattle rearing) with
limited agriculture.

Mainly agricultural, with use of iron tools; trade
and crafts expanded.

7. Religion
Worship of nature gods like Indra,
Agni, Varuna; simple sacrifices
(Yajnas).

Rise of ritualism; priests (Brahmins) gained
power; new gods like Vishnu and Shiva
emerged.

8. Literature Rigveda (hymns) was poetic and
Yajurveda, Samaveda, Atharvaveda, Brahmanas,
and Upanishads focused on rituals and
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Aspect Early Vedic Period (Rigvedic) Later Vedic Period

spiritual. philosophy.

9. Social
Organization

Tribe (Jana) was main social unit.
Kingdoms (Rashtras) developed; social divisions
deepened.

10. Moral &
Cultural Life

Simple, honest, nature-loving life.
Luxurious life; importance of rituals and priestly
class increased.

Conclusion

The Early and Later Vedic cultures represent two important stages in ancient Indian
civilization. The Early Vedic period was simple, rural, and spiritual, while the Later Vedic
period was urban, ritualistic, and socially divided. Yet both together laid the foundation of
Indian society, religion, and philosophy, shaping India’s cultural identity for centuries.

Shorts Questions & Answers

1. Mother Goddess

TheMother Goddess was one of the most important deities of the Indus Valley Civilization
(2500–1900 BCE). She was worshipped as the goddess of fertility, creation, and motherhood,
believed to give life to plants, animals, and humans. Many terracotta (clay) figurines of a
female figure with a decorated head, and ornaments have been found at sites like Harappa and
Mohenjo-Daro, showing her importance in people’s lives. These figures symbolized fertility
and the power of nature, as the Indus people were mostly farmers and depended on good crops.
They prayed to the Mother Goddess for prosperity, good harvests, and healthy children. This
worship also shows that women were respected and valued in their society. The idea of the
Mother Goddess continued in later times and became part of Hindu religion, where goddesses
like Durga, Parvati, and Lakshmi are considered forms of the same divine feminine power.

2. The Great Bath of Mohenjo-Daro

The Great Bath of Mohenjo-Daro is one of the most famous and important structures
discovered in the Indus Valley Civilization, showing the advanced building skills and
cleanliness of the people. It was found in the city ofMohenjo-Daro, which is in present-day
Pakistan. The Great Bath is a large rectangular tank made of baked bricks, measuring about 12
meters long, 7 meters wide, and 2.5 meters deep. The floor was made of tightly fitted bricks
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and coated with bitumen (a kind of waterproof material) to prevent water leakage. There were
steps on both sides to enter the pool, and small rooms were built around it, which were likely
used for changing clothes.

This structure shows that the people of Mohenjo-Daro cared a lot about cleanliness and hygiene,
as well as the importance of water in their religious life. It is believed that the Great Bath was
not used for daily bathing, but for religious or ceremonial purposes, where people might have
performed ritual baths to purify themselves before worship. The presence of a well and a proper
drainage system nearby proves the excellent town planning and engineering skills of the
Harappan people.

The Great Bath is considered one of the earliest public water tanks in the world, showing how
developed and organized the Indus Valley Civilization was. It stands as proof of their scientific
knowledge, social organization, and respect for purity and water. Even today, it remains one
of themost remarkable discoveries from ancient India and a symbol of the rich cultural
heritage of the Harappan people.

3. Dravidians

The Dravidians are believed to be the original inhabitants of India before the arrival of the
Aryans. They are thought to have been the main people of the Indus Valley Civilization
(around 2500–1900 BCE). The Dravidians were skilled farmers, traders, and craftsmen. They
built well-planned cities like Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, with roads, drainage systems, and
brick houses. Their religion included the worship of the Mother Goddess, trees, and animals,
which shows their deep respect for nature. The Dravidians spoke Dravidian languages, which
later developed into modern South Indian languages like Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and
Malayalam. After the Aryans arrived in India, many Dravidians moved towards the southern
part of the country, where their culture continued to grow. Even today, Dravidian traditions,
languages, and customs form an important part of India’s ancient heritage.

4. Sabha and Samiti

In the Rigvedic period, the Sabha and Samiti were two important political and social
assemblies that helped the king in governing the people. These were early forms of democratic
institutions where people took part in decision-making. The Samiti was the general assembly of
the tribe. It included all the people and discussed important matters like war, peace, and the
selection of the king. The Sabha, on the other hand, was a smaller and more selected council
made up of elders and wise men who advised the king and helped him in administration and
justice. Both Sabha and Samiti show that in early Vedic society, the people had an active role in
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governance, and the king was not absolute— he ruled with the advice and consent of his people.
These institutions laid the foundation for representative governance in ancient India.

5. Puranas

The Puranas are a group of ancient Hindu religious texts written in Sanskrit. The word
Purana means “old” or “ancient story”. They mainly describe the creation of the universe,
stories of gods and goddesses, kings, heroes, and ancient traditions. The Puranas were
written after the Vedas, to explain religious ideas in a simple way that common people could
understand. There are 18 main Puranas, such as the Vishnu Purana, Shiva Purana,
Bhagavata Purana, and Markandeya Purana. Each Purana contains legends about different
deities and moral lessons about good conduct and devotion. The Puranas played an important
role in spreading Hindu religion, culture, and values among the people. They also preserve
much information about ancient Indian history, geography, and traditions.

6. Varna System

The Varna System was the social division of people in ancient India, which developed during
the Vedic period. The word Varna means “color” or “class.” Society was divided into four
main Varnas based on people’s work and duties. The Brahmins were priests and teachers who
performed religious rituals and guided society. The Kshatriyas were warriors and rulers who
protected the people. The Vaishyas were traders and farmers who took care of business and
agriculture, while the Shudras were workers and servants who helped other groups. In the Early
Vedic Age, this system was based on a person’s qualities and abilities, not birth. But in the
Later Vedic Age, it became hereditary, meaning people were born into their Varna and could
not change it. The Varna System played an important role in organizing society but later led to
social inequality

Long Questions & Answers of III unit

1. Describe the Conditions of India in the Sixth Century B.C.

The Sixth Century B.C. was a very important period in Indian history, as it marked great
changes in political, social, economic, and religious life. During this time, many small
kingdoms and republics calledMahajanapadas emerged in North India, such asMagadha,
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Kosala, Vatsa, and Avanti. There were frequent wars and struggles for power among these
states. The most powerful kingdom of this period wasMagadha, which later became the center
of theMauryan Empire.

Economically, India had made much progress. People began using iron tools, which improved
agriculture and trade. Cities like Rajagriha, Vaishali, and Ujjain became centers of commerce.
The use of coins made trade easier, and a newmerchant class appeared. However, society was
still divided by the Varna system, and the Brahmins and Kshatriyas held high status, while
others suffered social inequality.

Religiously, people started questioning the Vedic rituals and sacrifices, which had become
expensive and complex. This gave rise to new religions like Buddhism and Jainism, started by
Gautama Buddha andMahavira, who taught simplicity, non-violence, and equality.

Thus, the sixth century B.C. was a period of social change, urban growth, and new religious
ideas, which laid the foundation for a new phase in Indian civilization.

2. Sketch the Life and Teachings of Vardhamana Mahavira

Life of Vardhamana Mahavira

Vardhamana Mahavira, the 24th and last Tirthankara of Jainism, was born in 540 B.C. at
Kundagrama near Vaishali (in present-day Bihar). His father Siddhartha was the chief of the
Jnatrika clan, and his mother Trishala was a Lichchhavi princess. Mahavira belonged to the
Kshatriya class. He lived a life of comfort and luxury in his early years, but from a young age,
he was deeply interested in spiritual truth and self-control.

At the age of 30, he left his home and family to become an ascetic in search of truth and
liberation. For 12 years, he practiced severe penance and meditation to gain spiritual
knowledge. Finally, at the age of 42, he attained Kevalya (perfect knowledge) or
enlightenment. After this, he was known asMahavira, meaning “Great Hero.” For the next 30
years, he wandered from place to place preaching his message and spreading the teachings of
Jainism. He passed away at the age of 72 at Pavapuri in Bihar, where a temple now stands in
his memory.

Teachings of Mahavira

Mahavira’s teachings form the foundation of Jain philosophy. His main principles are known as
the Five Great Vows (Panch Mahavratas):

1. Ahimsa (Non-violence): Do not harm any living being in thought, word, or action.
2. Satya (Truth): Always speak the truth.
3. Asteya (Non-stealing): Do not take anything that does not belong to you.
4. Brahmacharya (Celibacy): Live a pure and disciplined life.
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5. Aparigraha (Non-possession): Give up greed and attachment to material things.

Mahavira also taught that the soul (jiva) is pure but is trapped in a cycle of birth and death due
to karma. By following the path of right faith, right knowledge, and right conduct (Triratna),
a person can achieve moksha (liberation) and free the soul from this cycle.

3. Sketch the Life and Teachings of Gautama Buddha

Life of Gautama Buddha

Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, was born in 563 B.C. at Lumbini (in present-day
Nepal). His real name was Siddhartha Gautama. His father, Suddhodana, was the ruler of the
Shakya clan of Kapilavastu, and his mother, Queen Maya, died shortly after his birth. He was
brought up by his stepmother, Prajakapati Gautami. Siddhartha lived a life of luxury in the
palace, but he was deeply thoughtful and kind-hearted.

When he was 29 years old, he saw four sights— an old man, a sick man, a dead body, and a
monk. These sights made him realize that suffering (dukkha) is a part of human life. He left his
palace, wife Yashodhara, and son Rahula in search of truth. This event is called the Great
Renunciation. For six years, he practiced severe penance and meditation. Finally, at the age of
35, he attained enlightenment under the Bodhi tree at Bodh Gaya. After this, he became
known as Buddha, meaning “The Enlightened One.”

He spent the rest of his life preaching his teachings across North India. His first sermon was
delivered at Sarnath near Varanasi, known as the “Dharmachakra Pravartana” (Turning of
the Wheel of Law). He passed away at the age of 80 in Kusinara (Kushinagar), an event called
Mahaparinirvana.

Teachings of Gautama Buddha

Buddha’s teachings are simple and practical. He taught people how to live a peaceful and moral
life. His main teachings are based on the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path.

1. Four Noble Truths:

1. Life is full of suffering (dukkha).
2. The cause of suffering is desire (tanha).
3. Suffering can be ended by giving up desire.
4. The way to end desire is by following the Eightfold Path.
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2. Eightfold Path:

The Eightfold Path is a guide to right living. It includes —
Right View, Right Thought, Right Speech, Right Action, Right Livelihood, Right Effort,
Right Mindfulness, and Right Concentration.
By following this path, a person can overcome suffering and attain Nirvana (liberation from
the cycle of birth and death).

Buddha also emphasized Ahimsa (non-violence), compassion, truthfulness, and simplicity.
He rejected the caste system and rituals and taught equality of all human beings.

Conclusion

Gautama Buddha was a great spiritual teacher and reformer who taught the world the path of
peace, wisdom, and compassion. His teachings gave people hope and a way to overcome
sorrow and live a meaningful life. Even today, Buddhism inspires millions of people around the
world to follow the path of truth, morality, and non-violence.

4. Examine the Causes for the Supremacy of Magadha (6th to 4th Century B.C.)

During the 6th to 4th century B.C.,Magadha (in modern-day Bihar) emerged as themost
powerful Mahajanapada among the sixteen great kingdoms of ancient India. Its rise to
supremacy was not sudden — it was the result of geographical, political, economic, and
military advantages, as well as the leadership of strong rulers like Bimbisara, Ajatashatru,
and Mahapadma Nanda.

1. Geographical Factors

Magadha was located in the fertile Gangetic plains between the rivers Ganga, Son, and
Champa, which made the land rich for agriculture and ensured food supply for a large army
and population. The surrounding hills and rivers provided natural protection from invasions.
Its central position also gave control over important trade routes, connecting eastern and
northern India.

2. Economic Strength

The fertile land of Magadha produced abundant crops. The region was also rich in iron ore and
other minerals, especially in areas like Rajgir and Gaya, which helped in making weapons and
tools. The growth of trade and commerce brought great wealth, and the use of punch-marked
coins improved trade further. This strong economy helped Magadha maintain a powerful army
and administration.
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3. Powerful and Ambitious Rulers

Magadha’s rise was mainly due to the leadership of able kings.

 Bimbisara (546–494 B.C.) expanded Magadha through wars and marriage alliances
with Kosala and Lichchhavis.

 Ajatashatru (494–462 B.C.) strengthened the kingdom by conquering Kosala and
Vaishali, and he built a strong fort at Rajgir.

 Mahapadma Nanda (4th century B.C.) further expanded Magadha’s empire and made it
the largest and strongest kingdom in North India before the Mauryan period.

4. Military and Administrative Organization

The Magadhan rulers maintained a large and disciplined army equipped with iron weapons
and war elephants. They also developed an efficient administrative system to collect taxes and
maintain law and order. Their strong fortresses at Rajgir and Pataliputra provided excellent
defense.

5. Political and Religious Tolerance

Magadha was also known for its religious tolerance. Rulers like Bimbisara and Ajatashatru
supported Buddhism and Jainism, which helped them gain the support of the people and monks.
The kingdom became a center of culture, religion, and learning, attracting scholars and monks
from different parts of India.

5. Trace the Rise of Magadha, Conquest of India and Its Results

Among the sixteen Mahajanapadas of ancient India,Magadha rose to become the most
powerful kingdom between the 6th and 4th centuries B.C.. Its rise was due to its strong
rulers, rich natural resources, strategic location, and efficient administration. Magadha’s
growing power later led to the unification of North India under theMauryan Empire, marking
a turning point in Indian history.

1. Rise of Magadha

The kingdom ofMagadha was located in the southern part of Bihar, with capitals at Rajgir
(Girivraja) and later Pataliputra. Its rise began under the Haryanka dynasty, especially under
Bimbisara (546–494 B.C.). He expanded his kingdom through wars and marriage alliances
with neighboring states like Kosala and Lichchhavis. His son Ajatashatru (494–462 B.C.)
continued the expansion by conquering Kosala and Vaishali and strengthening the capital
Rajgir with forts.
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Later, the Sisunaga and Nanda dynasties extended Magadha’s territory even further.
Mahapadma Nanda, the founder of the Nanda dynasty, was known for his huge army and vast
wealth. By the 4th century B.C., Magadha had become themost powerful and prosperous state
in North India.

2. Conquest and Expansion

Under the Nanda rulers, Magadha’s influence spread over most of northern India. However, the
real unification of India took place during theMauryan dynasty. Chandragupta Maurya
(322–298 B.C.) defeated the Nandas and established theMauryan Empire, which extended
from Afghanistan in the northwest to Bengal in the east. His grandson, Ashoka, further
expanded the empire to cover almost the whole of India, except the far south. This was the first
political unification of India under a single empire.

3. Causes of Magadha’s Rise

Several factors helped Magadha rise to power:

 Geographical advantages: Fertile land and rivers like the Ganga and Son supported
agriculture and trade.

 Economic strength: Rich in iron and minerals used for weapons and tools.
 Strong rulers: Able kings like Bimbisara, Ajatashatru, and Mahapadma Nanda.
 Powerful army: Equipped with elephants, horses, and iron weapons.
 Efficient administration:Well-organized system of taxation and governance.

4. Results of Magadha’s Supremacy

The rise and expansion of Magadha led to several important results:

 Political Unification: India came under one rule for the first time under the Mauryas.
 Growth of Trade and Economy: Roads, markets, and coins improved communication

and commerce.
 Spread of Buddhism and Jainism:Magadha became the center of these new religions.
 Cultural Development: Cities like Rajgir and Pataliputra became centers of learning,

art, and architecture.
 Efficient Governance: The Mauryas introduced a strong centralized administration,

later followed by many Indian rulers.

Conclusion

The rise of Magadha marked the beginning of India’s political unity and cultural greatness.
With its strong rulers, rich economy, and advanced administration, Magadha laid the foundation
for theMauryan Empire, which became one of the greatest empires in ancient India. Its
achievements in politics, economy, and religion had a lasting influence on Indian civilization.
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6. Describe the Results of Alexander’s Invasion of India

Alexander the Great, the king ofMacedonia (Greece), invaded India in 326 B.C. after
conquering Persia. He crossed the Indus River and defeated several Indian rulers, including
King Porus on the banks of the Hydaspes River (Jhelum). Though Alexander’s stay in India
was short, his invasion had important effects on Indian history and culture.

1. Political Results

Alexander’s invasion weakened the northwestern Indian kingdoms, especially those in
Punjab and Sindh. Many small states and tribes were defeated, which later made it easier for
Chandragupta Maurya to expand his power and establish the Mauryan Empire. Thus,
Alexander’s invasion indirectly helped in the political unification of India under the Mauryas.

2. Establishment of Greek Rule

After Alexander’s return, his generals established Greek or Indo-Greek kingdoms in
Northwestern India and Afghanistan. These kingdoms continued for nearly two centuries and
maintained political and cultural contact between India and the West.

3. Opening of Trade and Cultural Contact

Alexander’s invasion opened new trade routes between India and the Western world. It
encouraged commercial and cultural exchanges between India, Persia, Greece, and later
Rome. Greek historians and travelers who came with Alexander wrote detailed accounts about
India, giving the world its first recorded history of ancient India.

4. Spread of Knowledge and Art

The invasion led to cultural contact between Greek and Indian civilizations. This exchange
influenced art, architecture, and coinage. Later, under the Indo-Greek kings, Greek artistic
styles blended with Indian traditions, giving rise to the Gandhara School of Art, which
beautifully combined Greek and Indian styles.

5. Military Influence

Alexander’s campaign introduced new methods of warfare, such as the use of organized
armies, cavalry, and advanced weapons. Indian rulers like Chandragupta Maurya may have
learned from these techniques and used them to strengthen their own armies.

Conclusion
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Although Alexander’s invasion did not result in a long-lasting Greek rule in India, it had
significant political, cultural, and commercial effects. It paved the way for the rise of the
Mauryan Empire, opened Indo-Greek relations, and led to the exchange of ideas, art, and
trade between India and the Western world. Therefore, Alexander’s invasion was a turning
point in Indian history, marking the beginning of India’s contact with Europe.

Shorts Questions & Answers

1.Tripitakas

The Tripitakas, also known as the “Three Baskets of Wisdom,” are the sacred scriptures of
Buddhism. They contain the teachings of Gautama Buddha and are written in the Pali
language. The word “Tri” means three and “Pitaka” means basket or collection, so Tripitaka
means three collections of teachings.

The first Pitaka is the Vinaya Pitaka, which deals with rules and discipline for monks and
nuns living in Buddhist monasteries. It describes how they should behave, eat, dress, and live a
simple life.

The second Pitaka is the Sutta Pitaka, which contains the sermons and discourses of Buddha.
It explains his teachings on moral life, meditation, and wisdom, and includes many stories and
dialogues about his life and message.

The third Pitaka is the Abhidharma Pitaka, which deals with philosophy and psychology. It
explains Buddhist ideas in a deep and systematic way, discussing the nature of the mind, matter,
and truth.

Together, the Tripitakas form the foundation of Buddhist religion and philosophy. They were
first passed down orally and later written down in Sri Lanka around the 1st century B.C. They
continue to be themain source of Buddhist teachings even today.

2. Nirvana

The word Nirvana means freedom from the cycle of birth and death (reincarnation) and the
end of all suffering and desire. It is the highest spiritual goal in Buddhism. According to
Gautama Buddha, human life is full of sorrow, caused by desires and attachments. When a
person removes greed, hatred, and ignorance through right thinking, right action, and
meditation, they can achieve Nirvana.
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Nirvana is a state of peace, purity, and perfect happiness, where the mind becomes free from
all worldly problems. It is not a place, but a spiritual condition of complete liberation. Buddha
himself attained Nirvana under the Bodhi tree at Bodh Gaya after deep meditation.

Thus, Nirvana represents the ultimate goal of Buddhism—freedom from suffering, rebirth, and
worldly attachments, leading to eternal peace and enlightenment.

3. Mahavishwakarma

Mahavishwakarma, also known as Vishwakarma, is regarded as the divine architect or
engineer of the gods in ancient Indian tradition. He is mentioned in the Rigveda and other
sacred texts as the creator of the universe and the builder of heavenly cities, palaces, and
weapons for the gods. Vishwakarma is believed to have designed and constructed great
mythological cities like Dwarka (the city of Lord Krishna), Lanka (the city of Ravana), and
Indraprastha (the capital of the Pandavas).

He is also considered the god of craftsmen, architects, carpenters, and engineers. People
believe that all artistic and technical skills come from him. Vishwakarma Puja is celebrated
every year, especially by workers, builders, and artisans, to honor his contribution to science
and craftsmanship.

Thus,Mahavishwakarma represents creativity, skill, and divine craftsmanship, symbolizing
the importance of art, architecture, and technical knowledge in Indian civilization.

4. Porus

Porus (also called Puru) was a brave Indian king who ruled the region between the Jhelum
and Chenab rivers in Punjab during the time of Alexander’s invasion of India (326 B.C.).
When Alexander the Great crossed the Indus River, Porus refused to surrender and fought a
famous battle on the banks of the Hydaspes (Jhelum River).

Porus showed great courage and skill in the battle, though he was finally defeated. When
Alexander asked him how he wished to be treated, Porus proudly replied, “Like a king.”
Impressed by his bravery and dignity, Alexander restored his kingdom and even gave him more
territory to rule.

Porus is remembered in Indian history as a symbol of courage, self-respect, and patriotism.
His fight against Alexander showed the valour of Indian rulers in defending their land and
honor.
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5. Battle of Jhelum

The Battle of Jhelum, also known as the Battle of Hydaspes, was fought in 326 B.C. between
Alexander the Great, the king of Macedonia, and King Porus, the ruler of Punjab. The battle
took place on the banks of the River Jhelum (ancient Hydaspes) in present-day Pakistan.
Alexander invaded India after conquering Persia and wanted to capture the lands beyond the
Indus River.

Porus bravely faced Alexander with a large army of soldiers, horses, chariots, and 200
elephants. The battle was fierce and hard-fought, but Alexander used clever tactics to cross the
river secretly at night and attack Porus’s army from behind. Although Porus was defeated, his
bravery and leadership deeply impressed Alexander. When asked how he wished to be
treated, Porus proudly replied, “Like a king.”

Alexander admired Porus’s courage and returned his kingdom, making him an ally instead of a
prisoner. The Battle of Jhelum is remembered as one of the greatest and most respectful
battles in history, showing the valor of Indian kings and themutual respect between two
great warriors.

Long Questions & Answers of IV unit

1. Give an account of the Life and Achievements of Chandragupta Maurya

Chandragupta Maurya was the founder of theMauryan Empire, the first great empire in ancient
India. He ruled from about 322 B.C. to 298 B.C.

Early Life:

Chandragupta was born in a humble family, but his intelligence and leadership skills were
noticed by Chanakya (Kautilya), a great teacher and politician of Takshashila University.
Chanakya trained and guided him to become a powerful ruler.

Rise to Power:

With Chanakya’s help, Chandragupta organized an army and overthrew the Nanda dynasty of
Magadha. He established theMauryan Empire with Pataliputra (modern Patna) as its capital
around 322 B.C.

Conquests and Empire Building:

 He expanded his empire across northern India, from the Himalayas to the Narmada
River.
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 After Alexander’s death, he defeated Seleucus Nicator, one of Alexander’s generals,
and gained control over the northwestern provinces (Afghanistan and Baluchistan).

 His empire became one of the largest in Indian history.

Administration:

Chandragupta built a strong centralized administration with the help of Chanakya, who wrote
the Arthashastra.
The empire had efficient systems of tax collection, justice, and army organization.

Later Life:

After ruling for about 24 years, Chandragupta became a follower of Jainism. He abdicated the
throne in favor of his son Bindusara and spent his last years in Shravanabelagola (Karnataka),
where he died as a Jain monk.

Achievements:

1. Founded the first great Indian Empire (Mauryan Empire).
2. Unified northern India under one rule.
3. Established an efficient administrative system.
4. Promoted peace, order, and prosperity in his kingdom.
5. Set the foundation for future rulers like Ashoka to expand the empire further.

2. Discuss Asoka and his policy of dharma

Ashoka, also known as Ashoka the Great, was one of the most famous rulers of ancient India.
He belonged to theMauryan dynasty and was the son of King Bindusara and the grandson of
Chandragupta Maurya. He ruled from about 273 B.C. to 232 B.C.

At first, Ashoka was a brave and powerful ruler who expanded his empire through wars. His
most famous war was the Kalinga War, which caused great suffering and death. Seeing the
misery of war, Ashoka felt deep sorrow and decided to give up violence. He accepted the
teachings of Lord Buddha and followed the path of peace, love, and non-violence.

He introduced his famous policy of Dharma, which taught people to live with truth, kindness,
tolerance, and respect for all religions. Ashoka built roads, hospitals, rest houses, and
Buddhist stupas. He also sent missionaries to countries like Sri Lanka and Nepal to spread
Buddhism.

Ashoka ruled with justice and compassion and is remembered as one of the greatest and noblest
kings in Indian history.

Ashoka’s Policy of Dharma
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After the Kalinga War (261 B.C.), Emperor Ashoka was deeply moved by the suffering and
bloodshed. He decided to give up violence and follow the path of peace, truth, and non-
violence taught by Lord Buddha.
To spread these moral values, he introduced his policy called “Dharma.”

Meaning of Dharma:

The word “Dharma” comes from the Sanskrit word “Dhamma”, meaning moral law or
righteous duty.
However, Ashoka’s Dharma was not a new religion— it was a code of moral conduct meant
for people of all religions to live in peace and harmony.

Main Principles of Ashoka’s Dharma:

1. Ahimsa (Non-violence): People should not kill animals or harm others.
2. Respect for All Religions: Everyone should respect other faiths and live in harmony.
3. Truthfulness and Purity: People should speak the truth and live a pure life.
4. Kindness and Charity: Ashoka encouraged helping the poor, the aged, and the needy.
5. Obedience and Respect: Children should respect their parents and teachers.
6. Good Conduct: Officials should be honest and just in their duties.
7. Tolerance and Forgiveness: Everyone should forgive others and avoid anger.

Spread of Dharma:

 Ashoka appointed special officers called Dharma Mahamatras to spread Dharma
among the people.

 He sent missionaries to other countries like Sri Lanka, Nepal, and Burma (Myanmar)
to spread the message of peace.

 He engraved his ideas of Dharma on rocks and pillars (Edicts) throughout his empire.

Impact of Dharma:

1. It promoted social harmony and peace in the empire.
2. It reduced cruel practices, such as animal sacrifices.
3. It made Ashoka known as “Ashoka the Great”, a ruler of compassion and morality.

Conclusion:

Ashoka’s policy of Dharma was a message of love, tolerance, and non-violence. It united the
people of India under moral values and left a lasting legacy of peace and humanity.
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3. Describe the silent features of the "Mauryan Administration" .

TheMauryan Administration under Chandragupta Maurya and Ashoka was one of the most
organized and efficient systems in ancient India. It was well-planned and helped maintain
peace, order, and prosperity in such a large empire.

1. Central Government:

 The Mauryan Empire was ruled by amonarch (king) who was the head of the state.
 The king had absolute power, but he was helped by a Council of Ministers

(Mantriparishad) in administration.
 Chanakya (Kautilya) was the chief adviser of Chandragupta Maurya.

2. Provincial Administration:

 The empire was divided into provinces such as Tosali, Ujjain, Suvarnagiri, and Taxila.
 Each province was ruled by a Prince or Governor on behalf of the emperor.
 This system helped in maintaining control over distant areas.

3. District and Village Administration:

 Provinces were divided into districts (Janapadas) and villages (Gram).
 Each village had officials like the Gramika (village headman) who collected taxes and

maintained law and order.

4. Revenue Administration:

 The main source of income was land revenue (Bhaga).
 Other sources included trade tax, tolls, and fines.
 Officials called Samaharta and Sannidhata managed finance and treasury.

5. Army Administration:

 The Mauryan rulers maintained a large and powerful army to protect the empire.
 It included infantry, cavalry, elephants, and chariots.
 AWar Office with several committees managed military affairs.

6. Spy System:

 The Mauryan kings used a strong spy system (Gupta Purusha) to get information about
the empire.

 Spies reported secretly to the king about the activities of officials and the public.
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7. Judicial System:

 The king was the highest judge.
 There were civil and criminal courts to ensure justice.
 Laws were based on Dharma and royal orders.

8. Public Welfare:

 The Mauryan rulers, especially Ashoka, took care of public welfare.
 They built roads, hospitals, rest houses, and wells for the people’s comfort.

Conclusion:

TheMauryan Administration was highly organized, centralized, and efficient.
It laid the foundation of good governance in India and showed how a vast empire could be
successfully managed.

4. Describe in brief the nature and character of the Sangam literature.

The Sangam Literature is one of the oldest and richest sources of ancient Tamil history and
culture. It was produced during the period of the Sangams (literary assemblies) held in
Madurai between 300 B.C. and 300 A.D.

1. Meaning of Sangam:

The word “Sangam” means an assembly or gathering of poets and scholars.
These poets composed beautiful poems in praise of kings, heroes, love, nature, and daily life.

2. Nature of Sangam Literature:

 It is written in ancient Tamil language.
 The literature is secular, meaning it deals mostly with human life and emotions, not

religion.
 It gives a realistic picture of the society, economy, politics, and culture of ancient

South India.

3. Major Works:

 Important collections include Ettuthokai (Eight Anthologies) and Pattuppattu (Ten
Idylls).

 Famous works like Tolkappiyam, Silappadikaram, andManimekalai also belong to
this period.

 Tolkappiyam is the oldest Tamil grammar book.



36

4. Themes:

 Sangam poems are mainly divided into two parts:
o Akam (inner life) – deals with love and family life.
o Puram (outer life) – deals with war, bravery, generosity, and politics.

5. Character and Importance:

 The Sangam literature reflects the life of common people— farmers, warriors, kings,
and traders.

 It shows the high moral values, respect for women, and love for nature in Tamil
society.

 It helps historians understand the early Tamil kingdoms— Chera, Chola, and Pandya.

Shorts Questions & Answers

1. Kautilya’s Arthashastra

Kautilya, also known as Chanakya or Vishnugupta, was a great scholar and the adviser of
Chandragupta Maurya. He wrote a famous book called the “Arthashastra,” which means the
science of politics and economics. The book gives detailed information about administration,
law, taxation, war, agriculture, trade, and diplomacy. It explains how a king should rule
wisely and look after the welfare of his people. It also talks about the use of spies, a strong
army, and a fair justice system. The Arthashastra is an important source of information about
theMauryan Empire and is considered one of the greatest works on politics and governance
in ancient India.

2. Kalinga War

The Kalinga War was fought in 261 B.C. between Emperor Ashoka of theMauryan Empire
and the people of Kalinga (modern Odisha). Kalinga was a rich and powerful kingdom that
refused to accept Ashoka’s rule. Ashoka’s army won the war, but it caused great loss of life and
destruction. Over one lakh people were killed, and many more were injured or taken as
prisoners. The sight of so much suffering deeply moved Ashoka. He decided to give up war and
violence forever. After the Kalinga War, Ashoka accepted Buddhism and followed the path of
peace, love, and non-violence. He began to spread his message of Dharma and worked for the
welfare of his people.
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3. Gandhara Art

The Gandhara Art developed during the Kushan period, mainly under King Kanishka in the
1st to 3rd century A.D. It flourished in the region of Gandhara, which is now in north-west
India and Pakistan (especially Taxila and Peshawar). Gandhara Art is famous for its beautiful
sculptures of the Buddha and scenes from his life. The special feature of this art is that it shows
a combination of Indian and Greek (Hellenistic) styles— this mixture is called Greco-
Buddhist art. The artists used grey sandstone and made realistic figures with curly hair, folded
robes, and calm expressions. Gandhara Art played an important role in spreading Buddhism and
is a fine example of India’s cultural contact with foreign civilizations.

Long Questions & Answers of V unit

1. Describe the Career and Military Exploits of Samudragupta

Samudragupta was one of the greatest and most powerful rulers of the Gupta dynasty. He was
the son of Chandragupta I and Kumaradevi, and he ruled from about A.D. 335 to 375. His
reign is considered the “Golden Age of the Guptas” because of his political strength, military
success, and cultural achievements.

Our main source of information about his career is the Allahabad Pillar Inscription, written by
his court poet Harisena. This inscription describes his military campaigns, victories, and
personal qualities.

1. Northern Campaigns:

After becoming king, Samudragupta first fought several wars in North India to establish his
power. He defeated many rulers of the Ganga valley such as Achyuta, Nagasena, and others. He
annexed their kingdoms and made them part of his empire. By these victories, he united the
entire northern India under one rule.

2. Southern Campaigns:

After conquering the north, Samudragupta turned his attention to South India. He marched
through the eastern coast and defeated about twelve southern kings, including the rulers of
Kanchi, Vengi, and Kalinga. However, instead of annexing their kingdoms, he allowed them to
continue ruling as his tributaries, on the condition that they would obey and pay tribute to him.
This shows his political wisdom and diplomacy.

3. Relations with Frontier States and Foreign Powers:
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Samudragupta also maintained friendly relations with the border kingdoms like Nepal, Assam,
and Bengal, and with some foreign rulers such as the Kushanas and the rulers of Ceylon (Sri
Lanka). The king of Ceylon,Meghavarna, even built a Buddhist monastery at Bodh Gaya
during his time, showing Samudragupta’s tolerant and respectful attitude toward other religions.

4. Extent of Empire:

Because of his victories, Samudragupta’s empire stretched from the Himalayas in the north to
the Narmada River in the south, and from the Bay of Bengal in the east to the Yamuna
River in the west. It was one of the largest empires in ancient India.

5. Personality and Achievements:

Samudragupta was not only a great warrior but also a lover of art and learning. He was a poet,
scholar, and musician, and he played the veena, which is shown on his coins. He followed the
policy of “Digvijaya” (conquest of all directions) and combined bravery with wisdom.

Conclusion:

Samudragupta was truly the “Napoleon of India” because of his military genius and conquests.
His rule brought unity, strength, and cultural progress to India. Under him, the Gupta
Empire became the most powerful kingdom of ancient India, marking the beginning of the
Golden Age of Indian history.

2. Describe the Main Events of Chandragupta II’s Reign

Chandragupta II, also known as Vikramaditya, was one of the greatest rulers of the Gupta
Empire. He was the son of Samudragupta and ruled from about A.D. 380 to 415. His reign is
remembered as the Golden Age of ancient India, marked by political power, economic
prosperity, and cultural brilliance.

1. Expansion of the Empire:

Chandragupta II followed the policy of conquest started by his father.

 He defeated the Shaka (Scythian) rulers ofWestern India, especially inMalwa,
Gujarat, and Saurashtra.

 This victory ended Shaka rule and gave him control over the rich trade ports on the
western coast, such as Broach, Sopara, and Cambay.
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 This conquest made the Gupta Empire powerful and prosperous.

2. Naval and Trade Development:

With the conquest of western ports, foreign trade increased greatly.
Indian merchants traded with Rome, Egypt, and Southeast Asia.
This brought great wealth and fame to the Gupta Empire.

3. Capital and Administration:

Chandragupta II made Ujjain his second capital (after Pataliputra) because of its trade
importance.
He ruled efficiently with the help of a council of ministers and promoted justice, peace, and
prosperity.

4. Relations with Other Kingdoms:

He maintained friendly relations with many kings through marriage alliances.

 His daughter Prabhavati Gupta was married to the Vakataka prince Rudrasena II,
which strengthened his position in the Deccan.

5. Cultural and Literary Achievements:

Chandragupta II’s court was a center of art, literature, and learning.

 His court had the famous “Navaratnas” (Nine Gems)— great scholars like Kalidasa,
Amarasimha, Varahamihira, and others.

 The poet Kalidasa wrote famous works such as Shakuntala and Meghaduta during his
reign.
This period is rightly called the Golden Age of Indian culture.

6. Religion and Tolerance:

Chandragupta II was a Hindu ruler, but he showed religious tolerance.
He respected Buddhism and Jainism and allowed people to follow their own faiths peacefully.

7. Visit of Fa-Hien:

The Chinese traveler Fa-Hien visited India during Chandragupta II’s reign.
He praised the prosperity, justice, and peaceful life of the people and described the king as
kind and just.

Conclusion:
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The reign of Chandragupta II (Vikramaditya) was the high point of the Gupta Empire.
He expanded the empire, promoted trade and culture, and made India a land of peace and

prosperity.
His rule truly represents the Golden Age of Ancient India.

3. Why the Gupta Period is Called the Golden or Classical Age of Indian History

The Gupta Period (A.D. 320–550) is known as the Golden Age of Indian History because it
was a time of peace, prosperity, and great achievements in all fields such as art, literature,
science, and religion. During this period, India reached the highest point of its ancient glory
under rulers like Chandragupta I, Samudragupta, and Chandragupta II (Vikramaditya).

1. Political Stability and Strong Empire:

The Gupta rulers established a large and powerful empire that remained stable and peaceful for
many years.
Strong rulers like Samudragupta and Chandragupta II expanded the empire and maintained
efficient administration.
This political unity and peace helped the people live happily and encouraged progress in all
fields.

2. Progress in Literature:

The Guptas were great patrons of learning and literature.

 Sanskrit became the main language of culture and learning.
 Great writers like Kalidasa wrote famous plays such as Abhijnanasakuntalam and

Meghaduta.
 Other scholars like Visakhadatta, Bhasa, and Sudraka also flourished during this

period.
Because of these works, the Gupta age is called the Classical Age of Sanskrit
Literature.

3. Development of Art and Architecture:

The Gupta period saw the rise of beautiful temples, sculptures, and paintings.

 The Ajanta caves and the Ellora caves contain paintings and carvings from this time.
 Temples at Deogarh (U.P.) and Sarnath show the excellence of Gupta architecture.

The art of this period was simple, graceful, and realistic.
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4. Advancement in Science and Mathematics:

Great scientists and mathematicians lived during this time.

 Aryabhata discovered that the Earth is round and rotates on its axis.
 Varahamihira wrote important books on astronomy.
 Chandragupta II’s coins show progress in metallurgy.
 The decimal system and the concept of zero were developed during this period.

5. Religion and Philosophy:

The Guptas were Hindus, but they showed religious tolerance toward Buddhism and Jainism.
Temples and stupas were built, and learning centers like Nalanda University became famous.
This period encouraged spiritual growth and moral values.

6. Economic Prosperity and Trade:

India had strong internal and foreign trade during this period.
Ports on the western coast like Broach and Sopara traded with Rome, China, and Southeast
Asia.
This trade brought great wealth and prosperity to the empire.

Conclusion:

The Gupta period was an age of political strength, economic prosperity, and cultural
brilliance.
In art, literature, science, and religion, Indians reached a very high standard.
That is why the Gupta period is rightly called the “Golden Age” or “Classical Age” of Indian
history.

Shorts Questions & Answers

1. Harshavardhana

Harshavardhana, also known as Harsha, was one of the most powerful rulers of North India
after the fall of the Gupta Empire. He belonged to the Pushyabhuti dynasty and ruled from
about A.D. 606 to 647. His capital was Thanesar, and later he shifted it to Kannauj.

Harsha became king at the age of 16 after the death of his brother Rajyavardhana. He united the
small kingdoms of North India and brought peace and stability to the region. He conquered
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Magadha, Bengal, Odisha, and parts of Punjab, though he could not defeat the Chalukya
king Pulakeshin II in the South.

Harsha was not only a great warrior but also a kind and just ruler. He followed the teachings
of Buddhism and worked for the welfare of his people. He built hospitals, rest houses, and
stupas, and held a great religious assembly at Kannauj to promote peace and learning.

He was also a scholar and poet. He wrote famous Sanskrit plays like Ratnavali, Nagananda,
and Priyadarshika. His court was adorned by scholars like Banabhatta, who wrote
Harshacharita, describing Harsha’s life and achievements.

During his reign, the Chinese traveler Hiuen Tsang visited India and described him as a noble,
generous, and peace-loving ruler.

2. Aryabhatta

Aryabhatta was one of the greatest mathematicians and astronomers of ancient India. He
lived during the Gupta period, around A.D. 476, which is known as the Golden Age of Indian
learning. Aryabhatta wrote a famous book called the “Aryabhatiya,” which deals with
mathematics, astronomy, and science.

In mathematics, Aryabhatta introduced the concept of zero (0) and explained the place value
system, which later became the base of modern mathematics. He also explained the value of π
(pi) as 3.1416 and described how to calculate the area and circumference of a circle.

In astronomy, Aryabhatta stated that the Earth is round and rotates on its own axis, which
causes day and night. He also said that theMoon and planets reflect the light of the Sun,
which was a very advanced idea for his time.

Aryabhatta’s discoveries showed his brilliance and scientific thinking. His works were later
translated into Arabic and Latin, and they influenced scholars around the world.

3. Ajanta and Ellora Caves

The Ajanta and Ellora Caves are among the most famous examples of ancient Indian art and
architecture. They are located inMaharashtra, near Aurangabad. These caves were carved
out of solid rocks between the 2nd century B.C. and 9th century A.D., and they show the
religious, artistic, and cultural excellence of ancient India.

The Ajanta Caves are mainly Buddhist and are famous for their beautiful wall paintings and
murals that depict the life of Lord Buddha and the Jataka tales. The paintings are noted for
their natural beauty, fine expressions, and bright colors that have survived for centuries.
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The Ellora Caves represent a unique combination of three religions— Buddhism, Hinduism,
and Jainism. They contain temples, monasteries, and sculptures showing harmony among
different faiths. The most famous structure at Ellora is the Kailasa Temple, dedicated to Lord
Shiva, which was carved out of a single rock and is a masterpiece of Indian architecture.

***
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